
 

 

Dear iSC Parents, 
 
Thank you for your tremendous support and encouragement during the first week of Home-
Based Learning (HBL). We received more than 750 responses to our survey and we are working 
with teachers to adjust the program to better fit your needs. One of the key themes gathered 
from the surveys was the need to reduce the overall workload. In our zeal to provide a high 
level of learning activities for students, we may have asked too much. Principals have 
communicated this to our teachers and we hope you will see a better balance in the coming 
weeks. Additionally, we hope that you will notice an increase in video or audio files of teacher’s 
instructions and encouragement to the class, a reduction in email congestion, and better 
communication through the learning platforms.  
 
We know that HBL is a challenge for us all but we are already seeing signs of progress and we 
are thankful. As one parent said, “The classes are very rich, and I can really feel the teachers' 
hard preparation in the past week.” There will be another survey for parents this Wednesday. 
We thank you in advance for your feedback and will continue to use this information to best 
meet the learning needs of our students.   
 
As details regarding the nCoV-2019 continue to adjust, we have had to adjust both our school 
plan and schedule.  In light of recent requirements and updated information, we will NOT 
resume on-campus classes on February 17 as previously communicated. Below are the details 
of our current plan: 
 

1. We will continue with HBL, uninterrupted, until February 28. 
2. All schools will break for one week from March 2-6. 
3. All iSC staff currently in international locations will return to China during the first week 

of March. Families are encouraged to return at this time as well, to satisfy the 14-day 
quarantine requirement, before being allowed on campus.  

4. HBL will resume for two weeks, March 9-20, while staff and students work from home 
and undergo the required 14-day quarantine. 

5. On-campus classes will plan to resume Monday, March 23.  
6. We will continue with the already scheduled April 6-10 Spring Break holiday. 
7. iSC-wide events for March that require travel have been canceled.  
8. We plan to extend our school year until June 12. This decision is based on our need for 

face to face instructional time with our students without sacrificing important breaks 
and holidays already in the schedule.  

 
Please keep in mind that this is our CURRENT plan. Several factors may cause further changes, 
most specifically local government regulations regarding permission to resume on-campus 
activities, international travel restrictions, and availability of flights into China. We will adjust 
this plan as needed and keep you informed of any changes.  
 
We thank you again for your flexibility and support in this difficult time. We are encouraged by 
your responses to the ever-changing situation here, and trust that you and your family members 
remain safe and healthy.  
 
Serving together,  
 
Josh Keegan 
iSC China Superintendent 
 
Dr. Angela Patterson 
iSC Superintendent of Teaching & Learning 


